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Management? Two Perspectives

What dogs XML mean to the relstional dstabase vendors and wsers? We talked to Sandeepan Barerjes, the direclor of
product manegament for S0L, Text and XML &t Oracle Corp. The short answer — the BDEMS will become & data
integration platform upon which companies will manags their structured, unstructured, and semi-structurad data
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Banerjee Q & A

Continued from pope 23

Kinds of non-comventional systems ti
the information infrastructure.
Banerjee: Exchanging data does ool
elmunate the necd to optimiee access (o
individual dats stores, nor to make the
XML world mteroperate with the 501,
world and the Java world, XML will
make it casy to interchange data
between sysfems, as they all support
EML. Amd the dutabase will address
XML, And this will be capecially valu-
gble for unifying access 1o sineciured
and unatructured content. You will see
the mainsiream relational databascs
will become more prominent as daia
integration platforms, They will all
address documents amd messages in
addition 10 iahles,

DBETA; What will XML mean to the
Uhracle family of prodocts?

Banerjee: XML is fundamentally an
interesting new set of standards for data
management, XML schemas are the
Mirst standards the world has had that
cun umify structurcd and unstreciured
data. Im our stralegic vision, we want to
be the best soflware platform for man-
aging XML, both the best implementa-
tion of open standards and the best plat-
form for managing all of your data.

DBETA: How do your products reflect
that visien?

Bancrjes: In Oracle 9 Beleass 2. we
rebeased Oracle XML DR, the name for
all the XML features integrated into the
standard Oracle server. This release is a
big realization of our vigion,

DETA: Were vou ahead of the curve
wilh those features?

Banerpee: In the exchange and integ ra-
tion space, | think we hit the nail om the

head. A number of customers are using
this. (ne of the largest PC makers has
used this o re-implement their entire
order processing system. There is a ot
of variability in each order, which
wirtld be hard to model using tradition-
al relational technology. These XML
orders come in; they are parsed and
placed in different order eniry systems
and move through their hie cyele. They
are all XML documents moving hack
and forth. This is well supported using
Oracle. Content management will be
the focus of forthcoming XML work.
Wi have a number of features that lead
the market.

Hani more answers from Sandeepan
Banerjee abour the XML standards
process, native XML darabaze vendors,
and content management? Fisit the In
depth section of www dhia.comt



